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Marmont, who had earlier promised to come to his aid but had
since been forbidden to do so by orders from Paris, fell back
to restore the situation in Andalusia, which had, as usual,
become menacing after his departure. Marmont on his side
had raided Beira, scattered the weak forces in his front, and
penetrated to Castello Branco, but, being unable to operate
against the fortresses owing to the loss of his siege train, was
eventually compelled by the advance of the British army from
Badajoz against his left flank and rear to retire hurriedly to the
Salamanca area, where his army occupied its former canton-
ments. Wellington also dispersed his forces for rest and
refitment over a broad space from the Douro to beyond the
Guadiana, but ordered Hill in Estremadura to attack Almaraz
on the Tagus. The successful surprise and destruction of the
bridge at that point severed all direct communication between
Soult and Marmont, while the simultaneous restoration of the
passage at Alcantara shortened by 100 miles the British lateral
route across that river, arid greatly facilitated their future
operations on either side of it.
Meanwhile, Napoleon, having left Paris to take command
of his forces against Russia, had entrusted to Joseph, assisted
by Jourdan, the task of controlling and co-ordinating the
operations of his various mutually jealous and insubordinate
commanders in the Peninsula. But before the new Commander-
ift-Chief had fairly assumed the reins Wellington was on the
move against Marmont. He had arranged for a series of
diversions to assist the main operation by distracting the
attention of all the French commanders who might be able to
assist him ; the Army of the North under Caffarelli was to be
amused by the Galicians and the guerillas of Cantabria, aided
by a British fleet under Popham operating off the northern
coast of Spain ; Hill and the Spaniards would give Soult ample
employment; and a force was to be sent from Sicily (where,
as will be remembered, there was a strong British contingent
in garrison, now under Lord William Bentinck) to land on the
east coast of Spain and alarm Suchet for the safety of his new
conquests. In mid-June Wellington commenced his advance
against Marmont's widely scattered army, but instead of
pushing forward to defeat it before it could assemble, sat down
to invest the forts of Salamanca, the resistance of which delayed
him for ten days and caused him to lose a second excellent
chance of attacking his enemy, who had rashly pushed forward
with part of his army, with superior numbers and at an advantage.
The French Marshal then fell back, followed by his adversary,
to the north bank of the Douro between Toro and Valladplid,
where a deadlock of a fortnight took place, Marmont awaiting